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The word mitzvah is related to the word tzavsa, meaning “connection.”1 A person who
performs a mitzvah forges a connection with the Essence of G-d — with the One Who gives that
command.

This is the meaning of the teaching of the Sages that2 “the reward for a mitzvah is a mitzvah.”
The reward for a mitzvah is the connection it makes with G-d’s Essence.

By way of analogy: A simple person feels innately humble, utterly insignificant, before the
wisdom and greatness of a sage. Similarly, from the sage’s perspective, he hardly considers the
simple person a human being. Not that he belittles him or rejects him, Heaven forbid — that
would be an undesirable quality; rather, it appears to him that he has no connection or
relationship with him at all.3

However, when the sage tells the simple person to do something for him, that command
establishes the identity of the simple person. First of all, it makes him feel significant, for he
can fulfill the sage’s command, and he was the one whom the sage commanded to do
something. Likewise, he becomes significant in the eyes of the sage, who speaks to him and
gives him the command. Moreover, the command unites the prominent and lofty sage with this
simplest of people. The analog [with regard to the performance of a mitzvah] is self-
explanatory.

Moreover, it is obviously immaterial whether the command is for a great and lofty matter or a
small and simple one.4
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