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The haftarah begins with Ve’ami until talmei sadai, and continues [with the following two
verses] until uvenavi nishmar (Hoshea 11:7-12:14).1
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There are three schools of thought:2

(a) The school of thought that negates [preoccupation with] materiality by pointing out the

disgusting and abhorrent nature of all bodily and material things.3 This is the approach of
Mussar.4

(b) The school of thought that recognizes the greatness of the spiritual essence of the
emotions and the intellect and indicates how one can draw close to [this kind of awareness].
This is the approach of Chakirah.5

(c) The school of thought that makes Form dominate Matter,6 demonstrating (i) the unique
quality of Matter when it is refined and the unique quality of Form when it is integrated within
Matter, and (ii) how the two are combined together to the extent that beginning or end are
indistinguishable,7 for “the beginning is rooted in the end and the end is rooted in the
beginning.”8 The one G-d created them, with a single intent — to reveal the light of the holiness
of His hidden power.9 Together they produce that consummate perfection that arose in His
will. This is the approach of Chassidus.10




