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In the Hellenistic era, the Jews sinned by fraternizing with the Greeks, studying their culture,
desecrating Shabbos and the festivals, eating treif food, and failing to observe the laws of
Jewish family purity. The blow of retribution was the spiritual destruction of the Beis
HaMikdash,1 the slaughter [of many thousands], and slavery in exile. Teshuvah2 and mesirus
nefesh3 brought about the wondrous G-dly salvation — the miracle of Chanukah.4




