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Hayom Yom: 2 Kislev
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In the course of a maamar, my revered grandfather, [the Rebbe Maharash,] once commented
on a statement of the Sages:1 “R. Elazar would give a coin to a poor person and then pray.”
[He explained:] “Prayer should be energetic. Giving tzedakah to a poor person and enlivening
him before praying greatly increases one’s own vitality while praying.” And as my
grandfather said these last words he waved his hands upward, to indicate a truly wondrous

increase.

Before my father, [the Rebbe Rashab,] began to daven, he would often search for a poor
person2 to whom to give something to eat.3



