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Hayom Yom: 14 Cheshvan
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“A man’s footsteps are made firm by G-d, [and He desires his way].”1 Every member of the
Jewish people has an assigned spiritual mission in life — to build a dwelling place for G-d.

Moreover, every individual, whoever and wherever he may be, must make great efforts to seek
out and find a “spiritual livelihood,” just as he seeks out ways of earning his material
livelihood. This is because “he desires His way” — G-d’s path — as is stated of Avraham,2 “For |
have known him, [because he commands his children and his household after him,] that they
should observe the way of G-d (Havayah).”3 For there are two paths, the path of nature and
the path that is higher than nature.

G-d created the world in such a way that it would appear — to mortal eyes — to follow the path
of nature. This is “the path of Elokim.” Torah and mitzvos, by contrast, are “the path of
Havayah,” which draws down into nature the higher realm that transcends nature. And in
response [to a Jew’s dedication to “the path of Havayah”], G-d draws down to the Jewish
people spiritual influence that transcends nature, within the framework of nature.4
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