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' רָאֵל — אַ אִיד דעֶרהעֶרט — הֲוָיָ מַע יִשְׂ ם "וועֶרטעֶר": שְׁ שֵׁ ָּקֵן — וְנִקְרְאוּ אָז בְּ נוּ הַז ל רַבֵּ אַחַת מִתּוֹרוֹת הָרִאשׁוֹנוֹת שֶׁ
' אֶחָד. בַע, אוןּ — הֲוָיָ אֱלקֵֹינוּ — אַז כּוֹחֵנוּ וְחַיוּתֵּינוּ אִיז דאָס לְמַעֲלָה מִן הַטֶּ

One of the Alter Rebbe’s first teachings, which in those [early] days were known as verter,1
was the following mystical interpretation2 of the opening verse of the Shema:

Shema Yisrael (lit., “Hear, O Israel”) — a Jew hears deeply that

Havayah Elokeinu3 — our strength and vitality transcend nature, and that

Havayah Echad — Havayah is One.4
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