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The spiritual influence evoked by] the mitzvos is drawn down by means of the transcendent]
light generated by the mitzvos themselves. For example, the mitzvah of tzedakah is a
comprehensive mitzvah, as is evidenced by the fact that all the mitzvos are called “tzedakah.”1
For this reason, it is most appropriate to contribute a coin for charity before performing any
mitzvah, for it draws the transcendent light (makkif) into the light that can be internalized

(pnimi). Still, this transcendent light is “close,” whereas the Torah is a “distant” transcendent
light, whose effects are more elevated.2
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