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A brilliant and renowned prodigy, with great talents and wondrously deep comprehension,
came to Liozna and devoted himself to the study of Chassidus. Thanks to his immense gifts, he
acquired a vast and broad knowledge of Chassidus in a short period of time.

At his first yechidus, he entered the Alter Rebbe’s study and asked: “Rebbe, what am |
lacking?”

The Alter Rebbe answered him: “You lack nothing, for you are G-d-fearing and a scholar. You

only have to remove your chametz, which signifies ego and arrogance, and replace it with
matzah, which signifies bittul, self-effacement.

“Now, a person who is arrogant ‘repels the feet of the Divine Presence,’l for ‘he and [G-d]
cannot dwell in the same place.’2 [So what is the remedy for arrogance?] A utensil,3 say a
roasting spit, that was used with the arrogance that one imagined to be light requires libun.
This means that it must be heated until sparks fly off; that is, until the sparks of self-
refinement fly outward and are incorporated in the true light.”4
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