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The [extent of the] self-sacrificel appropriate for Torah scholars2 is indicated by our Sages’
interpretation3 of the phrase,4 “If a man dies in a tent.” The Sages taught that [if one seeks to
dedicate himself to the tents of Torah,5 ] he must kill [i.e., eradicate] the desire for all worldly

pleasures. For even insignificant worldly pleasures prevent one from being utterly devoted to
the tents of Torah study.6
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