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Hayom Yom: 12 Nissan
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[On Shabbos Parshas Metzoral, the haftarah begins Ve’arbaah anashim (Il Melachim 7:3-20).1
[On Shabbos HaGadol, after] Minchah, [we readpart of the Haggadah, from] Avadim hayinu [until
lechaper al kol avonoseinu].2
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Ever since the time of the Exodus from Egypt, the Jewish people have been called Tzivos
HaShem, “G-d’s army.”3 The Jewish people are [also] called servants.4 The difference between
servants and an army [can be explained as follows]: A servant performs work for his master on
various levels — one pierces pearls, one works in other crafts, another carries out unskilled tasks.
These involve considerable labor and effort, but no element of self-sacrifice.

An army, by contrast, is comprised of subjects who expend toil and exertion and self-sacrifice,
whether in a defensive war or an offensive one. [Soldiers] discharge their duties with utter
resoluteness, unperturbed by their opponents and enemies. Their service does not depend on
[their] understanding, for they follow the orders of their commanders.

In Egypt, the souls of the Jewish people were on the lowest of levels, [due to] the harsh and
bitter afflictions. Nevertheless, they did not change their names, language, or dress.5 On the
contrary, they held their ground with the utmost tenacity, for they knew that G-d had promised
to redeem them.

A person who conducts himself thus in a similar situation is a member of G-d’s army. G-d helps
him in a way that transcends nature, but [that is vested] within nature.6
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