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In the early years following his revelation, the Baal Shem Tov traveled [widely] for three
reasons: to redeem captives,l to strengthen Torah observance and the fear of Heaven, and to
reveal pnimiyus haTorah — the Torah’s inner, mystical dimension.

[Regarding this last reason,] the Mitteler Rebbe explained: Nigleh, the revealed dimension of
the Torah, is called water,2 and people are drawn to approach water. Pnimiyus haTorah is
called “fire,”3 which arouses fear. Therefore, a person4 who is teaching the Torah’s inner,

mystical dimensionmust approach the recipient and tell him: “Do not be afraid, because5 ‘G-d
your L-rd is a consuming fire.””6
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