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Day 32 of the Omer
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1 [When the eve of Lag BaOmer falls on Shabbos,2 ] the passage beginning Tzidkas’cha3 is
omitted in the Afternoon Service.4

In the Shema that some people recite in the morning before the Morning Service in order to
fulfill their obligation to recite the Shema at the proper time,5 the [last] three words are
repeated6 — [as is also done when reciting the Shema in the course of the Morning Service, if
one is praying without a minyan] — and the word emes is added. When one recites the Shema
while wearing tefillin whose parshiyos are arranged according to the view of Rabbeinu Tam or
of Shimusha Rabba, these three words are not repeated, but the word emes is added.7
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On Lag BaOmer,around the year 5604 (1844), the Tzemach Tzedek relayed the following
teaching of the Baal Shem Tov. “It is written,8 ‘For you shall be a cherished land, declares the
G-d of Hosts.” Just as the wisest minds will never be able to grasp the vast natural treasures
that G-d has hidden in the earth, to grasp that ‘everything came from dust,’9 so, too, no one
can appreciate the treasures that lie hidden within Jews, who are G-d’s cherished land.”

The Baal Shem Tov concluded: “l want to bring Jews to the point that they will yield the kind
of harvest that G-d’s ‘cherished land’ can yield.”
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