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While the Alter Rebbe was still living in Vitebsk,1 he once delivered a teaching on the verse:2
“You are all standing today [before G-d]..., [the choppers of your wood and drawers of your
waterl.” The word meaning “your wood” (eitzecha) is phonetically related to the word meaning
“counsel” (eitzah). That is, we must chop away the “many thoughts [that are] in a man’s
heart,”3 and cast out the water4 that causes all kinds of [improper] desires to flourish.5



