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Hayom Yom: 18 Elul, Chai Elul
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The Torah reader himself recites the blessings over Shishi, the sixth aliyah of Parshas Ki Savo,
without being called upon to do so.1
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[Today is] the birthday of the Baal Shem Tov in 5458 (1698),2 the date on which his holy master
(Achiyah HaShiloni3 ) was revealed to him in 5484 (1724), and the date on which the Baal Shem
Tov was revealed [as a Rebbe] in 5494 (1734).4

[Today is also] the birthday of the Alter Rebbe in 5505 (1745).

A digest of the teaching delivered by the Baal Shem Tov after the Kabbalas Shabbos service on the
eve of Shabbos Parshas [Ki] Savo, on Chai Elul, 5652 (1892):5

And it shall come to pass when you come to the land....6 As indicated by the Midrash,7 the word
eretz (“land”) shares a root with the words merutzah (“running”8 ) and ratzon (“will”).9 [The verse
can thus be interpreted as follows:] When you attain a will [to do G-d’s bidding], such a will being
both a Heavenly gift and an inheritance presentin every Jew,

you shall settle...: your task is then to anchor [this spiritual aspiration] in a settled manner.10
And you shall take ... and place it in a basket...: You will thereby draw down lights into vessels.11

And you shall go to the place that the L-rd your G-d chooses...: A Jew must realize that whenever he
goes from one place to another,12 this is not his own doing; he is being led from Above, with the
intent —

to make His Name dwell there...: to make G-dliness known in that place.

After the Evening Service, [the Baal Shem Tov] repeated the above teaching and added the
following interpretation:

And it shall come to pass, when you come to the land...: In order to attain a will [to do G-d’s bidding],
you must —

go to the place... to make His Name dwell there...: You must devote your life utterlyl3 to make
G-dliness known there. How does one make G-dliness known? By reciting a blessing and a verse of
Tehillim
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