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Hayom Yom: 2 Teves, Day 7 of Chanukah
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The campaign of the Greeks was intended “to make [the Jews] forget Your Torah and have them
violate the decrees of Your will.” In the words of Bereishis Rabbah, ch. 16[:4], [the Greeks
challenged the Jews to] “write... that you have no share in the G-d of Israel.”

Their entire war was directed against G-dliness. They would have allowed the Jews to study Torah
and observe mitzvos — the mishpatiml and the eduyos2 — so long as they did not mention that
the Torah was G-d’s and that the mitzvos were “the decrees3 of His will.” [Their objective was that
the Jews] refrain from associating G-dliness with the Torah and its mitzvos.4


https://www.sie.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1426382/jewish/Torah.htm
https://www.sie.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.sie.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1438516/jewish/Mitzvah.htm

