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The following is an answer that the Tzemach Tzedek gave to a chassid who was exceedingly well
versed in the entire Talmud and in the scholarly writings of Chassidus:

Kabbalas ol, the unquestioning acceptance of G-d’s yoke, transforms a person’s essence. By
adopting the kabbalas ol of a simple servant, whose yoke of servitude is apparent even when he
sleeps, even a scholar and a genius can attain the lofty rung and stature of a simple, artless Jew
who serves G-d with mesirus nefesh, with self-sacrificing devotion.1
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