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[On the Shabbos preceding Rosh Chodesh,] we bless the new month, Nissan. [It is our custom]
to recite the entire Book of Tehillim early in the morning and to hold a farbrengen on that day.

The haftarah begins Ko amar and ends olas tamid (Yechezkel 45:18 - 46:15).
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The following teaching is drawn from a sichah of my revered father, the Rebbe [Rashab]:

The sin of Aharon’s sons was that “when they drew near before G-d, they died.”2 [They
experienced] ratzo3 without shov.4 In truth, when one comes “before G-d” he must be pure and
clear, and this must find expression in one’s actual practice, for the higher a level is, the lower
it descends.5 Indeed, ratzo without shov is death.

For this reason, G-d commanded Moshe to tell Aharon: [“He shall not enter the holy chamber at
all times — beyond the curtain, in front of the cover that is upon the Ark — so that he shall not
die, for | appear upon the cover in a cloud. With this [offering], Aharon may enter the holy
chamber....”]6

The name Aharon ()OnN) comprises the same letters as the word meaning “seen” 7'(nN7N1),’
which, in terms of our spiritual faculties, is identified with the intellect.

[The above-quoted verse continues, speaking of] “enter[ing] the holy chamber, beyond the
curtain.” [In spiritual terms, this refers to the highest levels of Divinity] that “precede” the
tzimtzum. One must realize that “upon the Ark ()ONN)” — which also shares the letters of the
word NN1), thus also referring to intellect — there is a cover, an intended self-concealment that
is alluded to by the phrase, “in front of the cover.” And one is told: “He shall not die” — one
should not content himself with the thrust of ratzo alone.

[The rationale is that] “l appear in a cloud upon the cover.” [Paradoxically, the intentional self-
screening that is called] the First Tzimztum exists for the sake of [G-d’s ultimate] self-
revelation [to man]. The prerequisite to that revelation is hinted at by the phrase “he shall
not,” humbling one’s ego, which means doing what Chassidus demands, not what one’s own

intellect dictates. With this preparation, one “may enter the holy chamber.”8
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