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[On the Shabbos before Purim,] the haftarah begins Ko amar Ado-nai (I Shmuel 15:2-34).
[After the Torah Reading,] the passage beginning Av HaRachamim is recited.2

[In the Afternoon Service,] the passage beginning Tzidkas’cha3 is omitted.4
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It is written:5 “And Amalek came and fought with Israel at Refidim,” [i.e.,, the Jews had]
“weakened their involvement in the words of the Torah.”6

When a Jew weakens his hold on Torah study, which should be pursued in order to be observed
in practice,7 along comes Amalek and cools him down.8

[The above verse continues to relate that Amalek] “fought with Israel.” Israel (‘7NW?’) is an
acronym for the phrase, Nn1IN7 NI'NnIN NI2'1 O'WY ' — “There are 600,000 letters in the
Torah.”9 (For every Jew has a letter in the Torah, which is why it is customary for every Jew to
write a letter in a Torah scroll.10 ) [When Amalek “fought with Israel,” it was Israel’s roots in the

Torah that Amalek fought with:] Amalek cools off [a Jew’s sensitivity to] the holiness of the
Torah.

[The following verse gives] the solution:11 “Choose men for us, [and go out and do battle with
Amalek].” [These must be] Moshe’s menl2 — and “there is an extension of Moshe in every
generation,”13 for every generation has its “leaders of the thousands of Israel.”14

[Significantly, the directive to] “go out and do battle with Amalek” appears in the singular,
because the Torah is eternal, applying equally to [every individual in] every generation, at
every time, and in every place.15
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