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R. Hillel of Paritch once asked the Mitteler Rebbe whether he should teach Chassidus in places
where the townsfolk had no conception of Chassidus.

The Mitteler Rebbe replied: “The teachings of Chassidus are heard by the neshamah (‘soul’).
There is a versel that speaks of ‘waters flowing from Lebanon’ (11227 1n 0'711a1). [In the Holy
Tongue, the word for] Lebanon is spelled 1"12 2"7, alluding to [the 32 (1"7) paths of] Chochmah
(‘Wisdom’) and [the 50 (1"11) gates of] Binah (‘Understanding’) within the soul. When the
neshamah hears, [a spiritual influence] flows down and trickles into the soul’s ray of light2 that
animates the body. This fortifies one’s [endeavors to] ‘do good’3 by fulfilling the 248 positive
commandments, and to ‘turn away from evil’4 by observing the 365 prohibitive
commandments.”5
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