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The Alter Rebbe provided the members of the chassidic brotherhood with a path in the
intellectual service of G-d and the search for the truth. This entails examining whether every
action is dictated only by the truth and is motivated by one’s endeavors in Divine service.l

This path of service does not involve breaking down mountains, shattering boulders and
overturning the world, as some utterly mistaken people think. The simple truth is that any activity
or endeavor, whatever it may be, if it is carried out with sincere intent, suffices: a blessing recited
with concentration; the words of prayer uttered with a prepared heart and with a knowledge of
“before Whom one stands”;2 a verse from Chumash with the awareness that it is the Word of G-d; a
verse from Tehillim; or the positive trait of drawing one’s friend close with love and affection.

True, to attain this requires awesome and tremendous exertion. One must study extensively and
with understanding, every individual according to his level. G-d will then help him [so that his
efforts] will be genuine.3
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